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Introduction

• Creation of innovations is believed to be the main 
source of enhance competitiveness  

• EU member states implement various public 
programmes focusing on innovation support 

• Innovations contribute to the enhancement of 
competitiveness of regions but they can also result in 
the increase of regional differences 

• Is the innovation support in fact a support of the more 
developed regions? Is it failure of the regional policy?
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Paper Objectives

I. present basic programme instruments of innovation 
creation support in the CR

II. analyse the results of the most important of them -
the Innovation programme - from the regional 
perspective

III. examine the relationship between the 
successfulness of individual regions in obtaining the 
support from the Innovation programme and the 
selected macroeconomic characteristics
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Programming period 2004-06 in the CR

• shorter period 2004-2006
• the Czech Republic is divided into 8 regions on the NUTS 

II level, seven of them belong Objective 1
• five operational programmes
• support of innovative enterprises: Operational 

Programme Industry and Enterprise (OPIE)
• OPIE - 17.94 % of finances from the structural funds 

(347.8 million EUR ), territory of Objective 1 
• goals of OPIE: develop competitive and effective industry 

potential and to contribute to increasing economic 
performance of enterprises 

• OPIE is divided in to 11 programmes – two of them are 
focused on innovations: Innovation ProgrammeInnovation Programme and 
Prosperity Programme
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Innovation Programme

• aim: to help implementation of entrepreneurial 
development projects focused on the support of 
commercializing the results of R&D in the form of 
introducing new products,  technologies and services

• 12 % of total financial amount for OPIE
• in great demand among entrepreneurs
• subsidy – max 46 % of the eligible expenses; 3–25 

million Czk / about 103–862 thousand EUR per project
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Innovation Programme (mid-term evaluation)
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Innovation Programme (mid-term evaluation)
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Innovation Programme (final evaluation)
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Innovation Programme (appendix)

5Activities in computer technology72000

2Material recycling 37000

3Manufacture of other transport machines and equipment 35000

5Manufacture of medical, precision, optical and timing machines 33000

2Manufacture of radio, TV and telecommunication machines32000

10Manufacture of electric machines31000

14Manufacture  of  machinery and equipment29000

7Manufacture of metal construction and metal-working products 28000

4Manufacture of basic metals and fabricated metal products27000

7Manufacture of other non-metallic mineral prod.26000

8Manufacture of rubber and plastic products25000

15Manufacture of chemicals, chemical products and man-made fibres24000

5Manufacture of textiles  and textile products17000

ProjectsNACE
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Prosperity Programme

• support of the infrastructure to strengthen the links of 
research and development to the industry

• business incubators, science parks, centres for 
technology transfer

• 16 % of means for OPIE 
• grant of up to 75 % of plausible expenses 
• 0.5-30 m Czk (about 17.2 thousand EUR–1 m EUR)

- a project not including construction 

• or 3–150 m Czk (about 103.4 thousand EUR–5.2 m 
EUR) - a project including construction
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• the Czech Republic is divided into 8 regions on the NUTS II 
level, seven of them belong to Convergence Objective

• within the Convergence objective there are 15 operational 
programmes

• support of innovative enterprises: Operational Programme 
Enterprise and Innovations (OPEI)

• OPEI - 12 % of finances from the structural funds (3041 million 
EUR ), 

• goals of OPEI: increase the competitiveness of the Czech 
economy and increase the innovation performance of the 
industry and services 

• OPEI is divided in to 15 programmes – three of them are focused 
on innovations: Innovation ProgrammeInnovation Programme,, PotentialPotential ProgrammeProgramme
and Prosperity Programme

Programming period 2007-13 in the CR
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Innovation Programme (2007-13) – mid-term evaluation
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Potential Programme

• enterprise capacities for 
research, development and 
innovative activities

• 8 % of the total financial 
budget for OPEI

• subsidy is 37.000–
3.700.000 EUR 

• business incubators, 
science parks, centre for
technology transfer,
networks of business angels

• subsidy is 0.185–11 m EUR 
(a project including 
construction) or 0.37–1.1 m 
EUR (a project not including 
construction).

Prosperity Programme
2007 - 2013 2007 - 2013
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Conclusions

• Both the midterm and the final assessment of 2004–2006 and 
the midterm assessment of 2007–2013 show that there are 
considerable differences between the individual Czech regions 
of NUTS 3 considering the number of successful projects as well 
as the amount of the subsidy granted.

• Innovation policy in the CR does not really correspond with the 
regional policy. The most successful regions of the Innovation 
programs are the regions that are most developed.

• The question is whether the discrepancy we have found out is 
the reason to reduce the innovation support, or whether this 
support should be excluded from the regional policy. 

• What remains to be discussed is the implementation of some 
regulations on providing grants which would respect the 
principles of the regional policy even in the area of innovations .
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Thank you for your attention

Vladimir Zitek

zitek@econ.muni.cz


	
	Innovation support in the Czech Republic and its regional context 
	Introduction
	Paper Objectives
	Programming period 2004-06 in the CR
	Innovation Programme
	Innovation Programme (mid-term evaluation)
	Innovation Programme (mid-term evaluation)
	Innovation Programme (final evaluation)
	Innovation Programme (appendix)
	Prosperity Programme
	Programming period 2007-13 in the CR
	Innovation Programme (2007-13) – mid-term evaluation
	Potential Programme
	Conclusions
	 



