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A Special Issue on: “Logistics Systems Strategy in Global and Electronic Markets”
International Journal of Logistics Systems and Management is inviting papers for a special issue on “Logistics Systems Strategy in Global and Electronic Markets”. The aim of this special issue is to bring together theoretical perspectives and empirical evidence regarding the contribution of logistics systems to the achievement of sustained competitive advantage in the global and electronic markets. Theory building and empirical study papers that have strong relevance to the practical world in different sectors are welcomed, as well as case studies and papers with best practices experiences.

Logistics has been recognized as a core competitive strategy, as global and electronic markets expand the interconnection across the boundaries of enterprises. The challenge is to balance customers’ expectations and cost expenditures in a manner that achieves business objectives. Logistics include all the activities to move product and information to, from and between members of supply chain networks. Serving the customer in the best, most efficient and effective manner has become critical, and information about issues such as order status, product availability, deliver schedules, and invoices has become a necessary part of the total customer service experience. Timely and accurate information is now more critical than ever before to reduce resource requirements to a competitive level. The proliferation of new communication and information technology enables reduction of inventory and lead-time, and improvement of customer service and responsiveness. Although these capabilities may materialize, it is not clear that organizations will be prepared to exploit them.

Organizations must be able to extend their internal information systems (legacy and/ or Enterprise Resource Planning - ERP systems) beyond their boundaries and include their suppliers, partners and customers. Logistics systems strategy is a consequence of the increased necessity for holistic (time-, functional-, analytical- and relationship-) considerations in, between and across companies’ business activities and resources, in order to improve the overall performance towards the ultimate customer in global and electronic markets. The various logistics activities that take place within an e-marketplace must be supported by information systems (IS) and information and communication technology (ICT) that will enable the unproblematic flow of products and information and provide useful decision-support services to the companies that participate in a marketplace. E-logistics utilizes information and knowledge, competes on agility and speed, and views enterprise networks as a competitive strategic asset. To compete and survive in these global markets a logistics-oriented organization is required.

The following topics are encouraged but are not limited to:

· Logistics Information Systems

· E-logistics

· E-procurement

· Benchmarking in logistics

· Warehouse management

· Inventory management

· Distribution management

· IT in logistics

· E-market places

· Outsourcing (3PL, 4PL)

· Demand management

· E-business and logistics

· Supply Chain Management (SCM)

· Relationship Management in logistics (CRM, PRM, SRM)

· Modelling and analysis of logistics

· Global logistics

· Logistics enterprise network

Manuscripts following the IJLSM guidelines (http://www.emeraldinsight.com/journals/ijlsm/guidelines.htm) should be sent as e-mail attachments to the guest editors by September 1, 2005. All manuscripts will be double blind reviewed according to IJLSM’s standard. 

Important Datelines

Manuscript submission: 1st September 2005

Notification of acceptance: 30 December 2005

Submission of revised manuscript: 1st March 2006

Notification of final acceptance: 30 May 2006

Submission of final manuscript: 30 June 2006:

Planned publication date: 3rd/4th quarter of 2006
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