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A Special Issue on “Collaboration: The Key to Responsive Supply Chains” 

Supply Chain Management: An International Journal (SCM) is inviting papers for a special issue on “Collaboration: The Key to Responsive Supply Chains”. The aim of this special issue is to bring together theoretical perspectives and empirical evidence of collaboration practices between supply chain partners, with the aim to explain current practice and anticipate future development in this area. Theory building and empirical study papers that have strong relevance to the practical world in different sectors are welcomed, as well as case studies and papers with best practices experiences.

Collaboration is a recent trend in supply chain management that focuses on joint planning, coordination, and process integration between suppliers, customers, and other partners in a supply chain. Its competitive benefits include cost reductions and increased return on assets, and increased reliability and responsiveness to market needs. However, it has been reported that supply chain collaboration has proved difficult to implement, both in terms of technologies and information systems involved, but mainly from various other organizational perspectives. For example, little is known about the intrafirm behaviours and corporate culture that may positively affect supply chain collaboration and what should firms be doing to promote marketing/logistics collaborative integration.

Furthermore, recent advances in interenterprise software and communication technologies, along with a growing use of strategic partnering and outsourcing relationships, has resulted in a confusing assortment of alternative information systems approaches for supporting collaborative supply chain management. Current enterprises lack the theoretical background and tools to effectively assess the various alternatives. On the other hand, during the past years we have witnessed an over-reliance on technology and little attention paid on aspects such as trust between trading partners, incentives schemes, or performance measurement. Therefore, there is a growing need for a greater understanding of the elements that make up supply chain collaboration and in particular how the relevant cultural, strategic and implementation elements inter-relate with each other. In addition, there is a growing need for efficient and reliable performance measurement that captures the costs and benefits of collaboration across the total supply chain, and not just from the perspective of an individual company. Associating this to supply chain responsiveness and capability to effectively and efficiently respond to increasing customer needs is another challenge.

Past research on the aforementioned aspects of supply chain collaboration tends to be fragmented. Therefore, there is a growing need for solid theory and integrated understanding of the performances, successes, failures, critical issues and motives for supply chain collaboration, in order to advance the theory development and enhance collaborative practices towards more responsive supply chains.  

The following topics are encouraged but are not limited to:

· Barriers and enablers of supply chain collaboration

· Measuring supply chain collaboration performance 

· Organizational and cultural perspectives of supply chain collaboration

· Responsive supply chains

· Upstream and downstream supply-chain collaboration

· Information systems support to supply chain collaboration

· E-supply chain management

· B2B supply chain collaboration systems

· Information exchange standards supporting supply chain collaboration

· Enabling traceability in the supply-chain and RFID

Manuscripts following the SCM guidelines (http://ariel.emeraldinsight.com/vl=4197681/cl=13/nw=1/rpsv/journals/scm/notes.htm ) should be sent as e-mail attachments to the guest editors by September 1, 2005. All manuscripts will be double blind reviewed according to SCM’s standard. 

Important Datelines

Abstract submission for the SCMIS2005: 15th December 2004

Manuscript submission: 1st September 2005

Notification of acceptance: 30 December 2005

Submission of revised manuscript: 1st March 2006

Notification of final acceptance: 30 May 2006

Submission of final manuscript: 30 June 2006

Planned publication date: 3rd/4th quarter of 2006 
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