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ABSTRACT

According to previous studies, even many childrenyaung as 3 and 4 years of age have a
rudimentary understanding of contamination in tieabgnize that a substance that looks edible can be
harmful in reality. However, research so far hasnbmited to typically developing children. Ltl

iIs known, for example, about the ability of childrevith autism to understand the nature of
contamination even though substantial numbers iidrelm with autism face gastrointestinal problems
that may be more severe than those of typicallyelbging children. The aim of the current studyois t
investigate the ability of children with autismjtalge the goodness of food and the relation between
contamination sensitivity in autism with gastrostteal symptoms. The sample will consist of four
groups: the first group will include children widutism aged between 6 to 12 years old, have been
identified using the ADOS- G methodology, the set@roup will include typically developing
children aged between 6 to 12 years old, the throdip will involve typically developing children
aged between 3 to 5 years old, and the fourth gwillgnclude children with learning disabilities
aged between 6 to 12 years old. The participantdwiasked to select of two glasses of juice, @ine
which had been in contact with contaminated sulostdéimat has since been removed making the juice
visibly no different than that in the glass whicadhnot been in contact with a contaminant. It is
expected that children with autism will be moreelikthan the children in other groups to indicate
that the juice from the glass that has been prelyozontaminated is fine to drink, and that chifdse
indications that the juice is drinkable can be seerterms of the extent to which they display
gastrointestinal symptoms, The findings of the gtwidl be discussed in terms of cognitive defiais
autism.
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